
 Rainwater – 
should be used by 
people, plants and trees 
and should replenish 
groundwater with only 
a small portion making 
its way to our streams. 
If it runs off quickly, it is 
called stormwater runoff.
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 Impervious Surface – 
your driveway is an 
impervious surface along 
with the street and roof. 
This means that rainwater 
cannot make its way into 
the ground where it would 
water plants and replenish 
groundwater. Instead it 
runs off quickly to streams 
and creeks.
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 Rain Garden – 
an easy to plant 
garden that uses 
native plants 
to help clean 
stormwater 
runoff and allows 
it to replenish 
groundwater.

4

 Groundwater – 
water that is found 
underground 
and supplies well 
water for our 
cities, farmers and 
families. It also 
provides the year-
round flow for many 
streams and creeks.

5
 Surface Water – 
water that is found in streams 
and rivers and provides water 
for our cities, industries and 
recreation. When rain occurs, 
water rushes from impervious 
surfaces picking up pollutants 
that are on the ground, 
carrying them straight to the 
creek or stream.
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 Rain Barrel –
an easy to make 
container that 
saves rainwater for 
use during a dry 
period. This saves 
you money on 
your water bill and 
helps protect our 
water resources.
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to report a sanitary sewer overflow call 205-942-0681. 
within the city of birmingham call 311 to report environmental issues.

within unincorporated jefferson county call 205-325-5792 to report suspected 
water pollution; call 205-582-6555 to report illegal dumping.

1 DROP MATTERS REPAIR LEAKS, 
CLEANUP SPILLS
one drop of oil leaked from 

each vehicle in jefferson 
county pollutes 16 million 
gallons of water per day. 

by properly maintaining your
vehicles you can prevent 

water pollution.
•	 promptly	fix	or	repair	leaks	in	your	
vehicles	&	other	equipment

•	 use	cat	litter	to	clean	up	spills;	
sweep	and	dispose	in	trash

•	 collect	and	recycle	used	oil

•	 wash	vehicles	on	grassy	areas	
rather	than	in	your	driveway	or	
street

GET INVOLVED

MLK Service Day
For projects in Birming-
ham call 205-254-7771 or 
Jefferson County call 
205-325-8741.

Many household products 
contain chemicals that 
should not be spilled or 
discarded where they 
could be washed into 
a storm drain.  Only 
purchase what you need 
for the job and properly 
dispose of any leftovers.  
Visit aeconline.org to 
learn more.

Common pantry items like 
baking soda and vinegar 
easily can be used to 
make safe, inexpensive 
household cleaners.  They 
are better for your health 
and the environment, help 
reduce the purchase of 
more toxic products, and 
cost less!  There are many 
tips and recipes available 
online for making your 
own cleaning products.  
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GET INVOLVED

Annual Birmingham 
Plant Dig 
Grab your garden tools, 
gloves and containers 
and head to the New 
Georgia Landfill 10 am - 2 
pm to stock up on FREE 
plants for your yard.  
Sponsored by the Keep 
Birmingham Beautiful 
Commission, Alabama 
Forestry Commission, and 
Birmingham Public Works 
Department.  Call 787-5222 
to learn more.  

Urban Forestry Fair
FREE tree seedling give 
away in Linn Park sponsored 
by Jefferson County Soil & 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict. Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/jeffco-
soilandwaterconservation or 
call 205-424-9990 ext. 101 
for more information.

POWER-UP Energy Forum
Learn about solar 
power, other renewable 
energy sources, and 
energy efficiency.  Visit 
www.aeconline.org for 
information.
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GET INVOLVED

Japan-America Society of 
Alabama’s Annual Cherry 
Blossom Festival
Japanese Gardens at the 
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens. Free admission 
and parking.  Visit www.
bbgardens.org for more 
information.

Drug Take Back Program 
Properly dispose of 
unwanted prescription 
and over the counter 
medications.  Call your 
local law enforcement 
office or visit deadiversion.
usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/
takeback/index.html to 
find a location near you.

Household Hazardous 
Waste Day
McClendon Park at Legion 
Field.  Visit www.aeconline.
org for more information.
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Daylight Savings 
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to report a sanitary sewer overflow call 205-942-0681. 
within the city of birmingham call 311 to report environmental issues.

within unincorporated jefferson county call 205-325-5792 to report suspected 
water pollution; call 205-582-6555 to report illegal dumping.

FERTILIZE 
CORRECTLY

any excess gets washed off 
by rainfall or irrigation and 

pollutes our waterways.  
always follow label directions. 

by keeping fertilizer off of 
paved areas, you can prevent 

water pollution.
•	 set	your	spreader	to	the	
recommended	application	rate	by	
adjusting	its	dial	to	the	number	
specified	in	the	package	directions

•	 apply	fertilizer	when	there	is	no	
chance	of	rain	in	the	forecast

•	 sweep	up	any	excess	fertilizer	that	
lands	on	paved	areas

•	 the	label	is	the	LAW	-	use	only	the	
recommended	amount

“SPREAD” THE WORD!
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APRIL 2017
GET INVOLVED

Spring Plant Sale
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens
Visit www.bbgardens.org 
for more information.

Earth Day at the Gardens 
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens.  Free admission 
and parking.
Visit www.bbgardens.org 
for more information.

Green Tie Affair 
Alabama Environmental 
Council’s largest fundraising 
gala that includes live music, 
local food and beverages, 
silent and live auctions.  
Visit www.aeconline.org 
for more information.

Village Creek 
Spring Cleanup
Visit www.
villagecreeksociety.org 
for more information.
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to report a sanitary sewer overflow call 205-942-0681. 
within the city of birmingham call 311 to report environmental issues.

within unincorporated jefferson county call 205-325-5792 to report suspected 
water pollution; call 205-582-6555 to report illegal dumping.

IT’S YOUR ‘DOODY’
pet waste contains harmful 
bacteria which is carried by 

rainfall into the storm drain 
system, polluting our waterways.  

picking up pet waste is not 
just a courtesy, it is also the 

healthy & environmentally 
sound thing to do.

•	 always	pick	up	waste;	bag	it;	trash	it	
•	 an	average	pile	of	dog	waste	
contains	2.5	billion	fecal	coliform	
bacteria,	plus	viruses	and	parasites	
that	can	infect	humans;	placing	
waste	in	plastic	bags	generates	
heat	killing	these	pathogens	

•	 150,000	dogs	living	in	our	area	
produce	38	tons	of	waste	per	day

•	 dog	waste	does	not	fertilize	the	grass	
&	should	never	be	added	to	compost

IN A PERFECT WORLD!

GET INVOLVED

Do Dah Day 
Rhodes and Caldwell Parks, 
Birmingham
Come on out for this fun 
event which supports local 
animal charities.  Visit www.
dodahday.org for more 
information.  

Lunch and Learn Series
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, 11:30am-12:30pm
Free and open to the 
public.  No reservations 
are required; light 
refreshments served.  For 
more information, visit 
www.bbagardens.org.

Bankhead Lake/Lower 
Valley Creek Cleanup
For information about this 
and other opportunities to 
help clean up waterways 
throughout Jefferson 
County, visit www.
renewourrivers.com
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to report a sanitary sewer overflow call 205-942-0681. 
within the city of birmingham call 311 to report environmental issues.

within unincorporated jefferson county call 205-325-5792 to report suspected 
water pollution; call 205-582-6555 to report illegal dumping.

PESTICIDES DON’T 
PICK AND CHOOSE

insecticides kill all insects, 
even those you did not intend  
to harm, such as pollinators.  

consider alternatives to 
pesticides. apply products 

only in the late evenings when 
pollinators are not active.

•	 integrated	pest	management	(IPM)	
strategies	are	simple:	identify	the	pest	
before	reacting;	choose	the	least	toxic	
products	first;	spot	treat;	avoid	overspray

•	 all	insects	have	a	purpose;	many	assist		
in	helping	keep	plants	healthy	by	eating	
bugs	we	consider	to	be	pests

•	 call	the	AL	Extension’s	local	plant	
diagnostic	lab	(205-879-6964	ext.19)	
to	help	identify	pest	&	plant	problems

“BEE” RESPONSIBLE!

GET INVOLVED

Rain Barrel Workshop
Build your own or just 
learn from the experts the 
best way to install a rain 
barrel at your home.  For 
more information, call the 
Alabama Extension Office 
205-879-6964 ext. 10.

Lunch and Learn Series 
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, 11:30am-12:30pm
Free and open to the 
public.  No reservations are 
required; light refreshments 
served.  For more 
information, visit www.
bbagardens.org.

Flicks Among the Flowers
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens  Visit www.
bbgardens.org for more 
information.

National Pollinators Week
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens  Visit www.
bbgardens.org for more 
information.
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to report a sanitary sewer overflow call 205-942-0681. 
within the city of birmingham call 311 to report environmental issues.

within unincorporated jefferson county call 205-325-5792 to report suspected 
water pollution; call 205-582-6555 to report illegal dumping.

WATER THE LAWN, 
NOT THE STREET

runoff carries lawn products 
and loose soil to our  

waterways causing pollution.  
by keeping water from leaving 

your property, you can prevent 
water runoff & water pollution.
•	 direct	sprinklers	and	downspouts	onto	
lawns,	not	driveways	and	sidewalks

•	 enhance	water	retention:	aerate	the	
lawn;	amend	the	soil;	add	mulch	

•	 add	or	reapply	mulch	to	garden	beds	
and	natural	areas	to	retain	moisture;	
suppress	weeds	and	reduce	the	
frequency	of	watering

•	 develop	deep	root	structures	-	water		
low	&	slow	early	morning	/	late	evening

REDUCE RUNOFF!

GET INVOLVED

Lunch and Learn Series
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, 11:30am-12:30pm
Free and open to the 
public.  No reservations are 
required; light refreshments 
served.  For more 
information, visit www.
bbagardens.org.

Flicks Among the Flowers 
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens. 
Visit www.bbgardens.org 
for more information.

Alabama Recycling 
Coalition Conference 
and Expo
Alabama Environmental 
Council.  Visit www.
aeconline.org for more 
information.
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to report a sanitary sewer overflow call 205-942-0681. 
within the city of birmingham call 311 to report environmental issues.

within unincorporated jefferson county call 205-325-5792 to report suspected 
water pollution; call 205-582-6555 to report illegal dumping.

ONLY TRASH 
LITTERS!

trash and other unsecured 
items that are thrown or blown 
out of vehicles become litter. 

litter pollutes our waterways. 
by properly disposing of  

your trash, you can prevent 
water pollution.

•	 properly	dispose	of	unused	items		
in	the	trash	and	cover	trash	cans		
to	keep	out	wind	and	animals

•	 participate	in	a	creek	cleanup,		
visit	www.renewourrivers.com		
to	learn	more

•	 litter	on	the	ground	can	be	washed	
by	rainwater	into	the	storm	drainage	
system	and	carried	untreated	to	
local	creeks	and	streams

LITTER FLOATS!

GET INVOLVED

National Night Out  
For information call the 
Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
Office at 205-325-1450 or 
the City of Birmingham 
Police Department at 
205-328-9311.

Lunch and Learn Series
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens. 11:30am-
12:30pm Free and 
open to the public.  No 
reservations are required; 
light refreshments served.  
For more information, visit 
www.bbagardens.org.

Valley Creek Cleanup
Free t-shirt and lunch. 
Call 205-930-1274 or visit 
www.jcdh.org for more 
information.

Farm City Poster and 
Essay Contest  
Jefferson County Farmers 
Federation 
Call 205-477-7857 
for more information.
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GET INVOLVED

Lunch and Learn Series
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, 11:30am-12:30pm
Free and open to the 
public.  No reservations are 
required; light refreshments 
served.  For more 
information, visit www.
bbagardens.org.

Pollution Prevention Week  
Everything exposed to 
rain is a potential source 
of water pollution!  What 
pollutants are lurking at 
your home?

SepticSmart Week
Leaking or improperly 
maintained septic tanks 
pollute our creeks and 
streams.  Visit water.epa.
gov/infrastructure/septic/
septicsmart to learn what 
you can do.

Village Creek Fall Cleanup
Visit www.
villagecreeksociety.org for 
more information.
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GET INVOLVED

Fall Plant Sale
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens.  Visit 
www.bbgardens.org 
for more information.

Lunch and Learn Series
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, 11:30am -12:30pm
Free and open to the 
public.  No reservations are 
required; light refreshments 
served.  For more 
information, visit www.
bbagardens.org.

Drug Take Back Program 
Properly dispose of 
unwanted prescription 
and over the counter 
medications.  Call your 
local law enforcement 
office or visit deadiversion.
usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/
takeback/index.html to find 
a location near you.
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GET INVOLVED

Grants Mill Road 
Cleanup Project
Call Jefferson County 
Stormwater Management 
at 205-325-8741 for more 
information.

Recycling and Waste 
Reduction Summit 
Alabama Environmental 
Council
Join recycling industry 
leaders for a day of best 
practices in recycling and 
waste reduction at home, 
work and school.  Visit 
www.aeconline.org for 
more information.

Rain Barrel Workshop
Is your holiday shopping list 
stressing you out?  Consider 
building and gifting a 
rain barrel!   Visit www.
aeconline.org to register 
for a rain barrel class.
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GET INVOLVED

Free the Tree!
Don’t doom your holiday 
tree to the landfill!  Choose 
to extend the value of your 
cut tree and other greenery 
by recycling or repurposing 
it. Visit www.aeconline.org 
for recycling information 
and ideas.  

Save Paper 
Try wrapping your presents 
in a reusable shopping bag 
or other multi use item.

Turn off the Lights
Christmas tree lights left 
on for 10 hours a day over 
a period of 12 days produce 
enough CO2 to inflate 12 
balloons.

Defrost your freezer 
before the Holidays
Your freezer will work more 
efficiently and you will 
create more space to store 
leftovers, thereby reducing 
food waste.
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